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happened to examine the house, and these men acted under
the orders of a special committee established by the Commune,
at the head of which sat Marat. Often, it is to be feared,
individuals were arrested for personal reasons, but on the
whole it may be said that the prisoners arrested on August 30
were men who, from their position, naturally disliked the
progress of the Eevolution, and had matters ceased with their
arrest, no one would have blamed the Assembly or the Com-
mune for taking such strong measures to secure the peace of
the capital. The residents in Paris at the time of the Revolution
seem to have been more struck by this house-to-house visitation
than by many other events which were far more horrible.
The massacres of September were only seen by very few.
Even the riots and fighting of June 20 and August 10 were
witnessed by a comparatively small proportion of the people
of Paris, but the house-to-house visitation spared none of any
class or any degree. Many noble deeds of self-devotion were
done. Grace Elliot, for instance, an English lady, who had been
mistress of the Duke of Orleans, and happened to have a house
by the walls, sheltered and assisted the escape of many of her
personal friends, and especially of the Comte de Champcenetz,
Governor of the Tuileries and brother of the witty Royalist
journalist.

On that very day, August 30, the feeling of dissatisfaction
which, possessed the Assembly at the conduct of the Commune
showed itself in open opposition. Girey-Dupr6, a young
Girondin journalist, had attacked the Commune in fhePatriote
Frangais, Brissot's old journal, and the Commune promptly
summoned him to its bar. The Assembly was indignant at
the Commune's attributing to itself such immense powers, and
not only cancelled the summons, but called to its own bar the
president and secretary of the Commune. Huguenin and
Tallien were nothing loth, and in the Assembly itself attacked
the leaders of the Girondins. Then the Legislative Assembly,
by a large majority, ordered that the insurrectionary Commune
should be immediately dissolved, and that a new and legal
municipality should be elected. On September 1 the Com-